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Survey Purpose and Design Principles

The DC Student Well-Being Survey was created and
administered for the first time this fall to better understand COVID’s impact
on student physical and social-emotional well-being in grades 3-12.

Carried over 12 questions from fall to winter and analyzed
anonymous data by IP address to observe trends for same students.

Participating LEAs, SchoolTalk, and CHHCS joined
a design meeting to select items most relevant to school needs. Items for
consideration were added by PAVE PLE members, SBOE, and Council.

Used items from Panorama and YouthTruth
survey for national comparison and possible citywide comps with more
LEAs in the future. Schools received “similar schools” report for meaningful
local comparisons with statistical significance testing embedded.
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2,007

Total Responses

Well-Being Survey Participation
Responses by Grade Gender

Non-bin... 5%

317

Male 43%

208 216 210
185 181 Female 53%

135 439 139 Race/Ethnicity

108
Two or Mo...
7%
3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th Black or Afric...
grade grade grade grade grade grade grade grade grade grade 80%

Participants by Ward of Residence Winter Survey Participation Rates

Grade Level Part. Rate

I'm not sure 759

3 54%
Ward 1 63 4 61%
Ward 2 34 2 22%
Ward 3 38 7 50%
8 53%
Ward 4 114 9 26%
Ward 5 211 10 56%
. 1 1%
Ward 6
e 1113 12 55%
Ward 7 278 Total 51%
Ward 8 344

Permanent Home?

NO 4%

YES 96%
Food Availability?
Almost always

Never 1%

14%

Always 77%

Safe Neighborhood?

Always
50%

Mot always
50%
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Top level findings

We found key differences in how students are
feeling and their likelihood to feel confident about being successful based
on how they answered 2 questions:

o Is there always enough food available for you and your family?
o How often have you felt physically unsafe in your neighborhood?

with more than half of students saying they are
“very confident” they will be successful at school the rest of this year (up
from 40% in fall) with 81% “somewhat or very confident”

are the norm with students saying
there is an adult at school they can go to for help (86%, up from 79%).

For responses utilizing the same IP address in both fall
and winter, we mostly saw responses trending in the positive direction

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Trend data

o N-size =636

o Students who
completed both
fall and mid-year
survey

How concerned are you that you or your
family will be exposed to COVID-197?

Not at all con... @Slightly co... @Somewhat ... @Very conc...

1-Fall 22% 23% 31%

2-Winter 24% 29% 25%

Are there adults at your school you can go
to for help if you need it right now?

YES @NO

1-Fall
2-Winter

How would you rate your ability to deal with
stressful situations?

| can always ... = I mostly ma... © | sometim... @1 often str...
1-Fall 31% 33% 23% 12%
2-Winter 33% 37% 20%

W EmpowerKi2

Is there enough food available for you and
your family?

Always @ Almost always @ Sometimes

1-Fall 13% 11%
2-Winter 13% 9%

Do you have a friend at school you trust?

YES @ NO

1-Fall

2-Winter

How sure are you that you will be successful
in school the rest of the year?

Very confide... = Somewhat ... © Slightly co... @ Notatall ...
1-Fall 40% 35% 19%
2-Winter 53% 28% 14%

Student Well-Being Survey
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Home, Comm., & School Questions

Trend data

Question Fall Winter
. . = Are there adults at your
Feelings Questions school you can go to for
Question Fall Winter help if you need it right
now?
. ] = Happy Top 79% 86% Top: yes
op: every day o, Top 2:
Top 2: most or every day Top 39% 32% Top 2 ‘ 100% 100% op 2: yes or no
Bottom: never Top 2 83% 87% = Do you have a friend at
Bottom 17% 13% school you trust?
= Lonely Top 84% 82% Top: yes
Top 13% 9% Top 2 100% 100% Top 2: yes or no
Top 2 32% 30% =] How concerned are you
Bott 68% 70% that you or your family
= Lo\?edom will be exposed to COVID-
19?
0o, : d
lop Al Top 24% 23% Top 2 somentat o
Top 2 1% 0% Top 2 46% 47% ery
Bottom 9% 10% Bottom 31% 25% Bottom: not at all
B Mad =] How would you rate your Foncerned
Top 8% o% ability to deal with
Top 2 48% 30% stressful situations? Top: always manage
Bottom 52% 70% Top 31% 33% Top 2: always or mostly
= Sad Top 2 64% 70% manage
Top 9% 4% Bottom 129%  10% Bottom: often struggle
Top 2 38% 27% = |s there enough food to manage
Bottom 62% 73% available for you and your
family?
Top 75% 77% Iopiza'wlays ot
Op z:always or almos
Top 2 89% 90% always
Bottom 1% 1% Bottom: never

Student Well-Being Survey
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How often are students feeling happy, loved, mad,
and sad?

Trust by Food Security Feelings by Food Security Feelings by Safe Neighborhood
Question YES NO Question  Every day Most days Rarely Never Question  Every day Most days Rarely Never
[ Are there adults at your school you B Happy = Happy |
can go tonor help if you need it Always | 34% 52% 13% 1% Always |  35% 51% 2% 2%
right now? Not 25% 54% 18% 2% Not 29% 55% 16% 1%
Always 87% 13% Always always
Not Always . 76% 24% = Lonely = Lonely
B Do you have a friend at school you Always| 8% 19%  30%  44% Always| 7% 7% 27%  50%
rusts Not 14% 24% 31%  30% Not 12% 24%  32%  32%
Always 82% 18% Always always
Not Always 80% 20% 3 Loved 5 Loved
Trust by Safe Neiochborhood Always 67% 25% 6% 2% Always 70% 23% 0% 2%
. v © Not 54% 31% 14% 2% Not 59% 29% N% 1%
Question YES NO Always always
2 Are there adults at your school you = Mad = Mad
can go to for help if you need it Always 0% 25% o4%  16% Always 5% 22% 53%  19%
right now? Not 6% 30% S1%  13% Not 9% 30% o4%  N%
Always 85% 15% Always always
Not always 84% 16% B Sad B Sad
B Do you have a friend at school you Always 4% 22% a47%  27% Always 3% 18% 46%  33%
trust? Not 5% 26% 46%  22% Not 5% 28% 48%  19%
Always 84% 16% Always always
Not always 80% 20%

o Most students (83%) feel happy most or every day

o They also feel loved most of the time (89%)
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Being talented

HOW pOSSible is it for Completely possible to change
YOU tO ChOnge... Quite possible to change

Somewhat possible to change

o Most students feel it’s quite or Alittle possible to change

completely possible to change

Not at all possible to change

being talented, putting forth Putting forth a lot of effort
effort, and th@lr |€V€| Of Completely possible to change
mtelllgence Quite possible to change

o Students experiencing food Somewhat possible to change
insecurity and who do not Alittle possible to change
always feel safe in their own R R M
neighborhood are less likely to Your level of intelligence
feel confident they can change S—
these

Quite possible to change
Somewhat possible to change
A little possible to change

Not at all possible to change

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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How possible is it for you to change...

Confidence Questions by Food Security

Question Completely Quite Somewhat  Alittle Not at
p;)ssibte o p;)ssibte o p};)ssible to pr:)ssible to Ci“ pﬁssible
) . change change change change 0 change
o Most students feel it’s quite or 5 Beng
H talente
completely possible to change Always 37% 19% 19% 13% 12%
being talented, putting forth = pL'?ti’itn‘;‘?’?‘;ﬁ{i — — — = =
. a lot of effort
effort, and their level of Always 55% 22% 10% 7% 6%
. . Not Always 43% 24% 16% 9% 7%
intelligence 5 Your level of
intelligence
. . Al 48% 25% 12% 6% 8%
o Students experiencing food Not Aways | 41% 28% 13% 8% 10%

insecurity and who do not
Confidence Questions by Safe Neighborhood

always feel Safe In thelr own Question Completely Quite Somewhat  Alittle Not at
. . possible to possible to possibleto possible to all possible
neighborhood are less likely to change  change  change  change  tochange
feel confident they can change B e
Always 42% 17% 18% 9% 14%
these Not always 30% 22% 22% 15% 10%

5 Putting forth
a lot of effort

Always 56% 20% 10% 7% 7%
Not always 48% 25% 12% 8% 6%
= Your level of
intelligence
Always 51% 20% 13% 6% 9%
Not always 42% 31% 12% 7% 8%

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Family support and internet service

o Food security is linked to family support and internet service, the safety of their
neighborhood is not

How often does a family member help you Family member support by food security Family member support by safe neighborhood
with school work? Response Always Not Always  Response Always Not always
: ) Multiple times throughout the day | 20.55% 10.53%  Multiple times throughout the day | 20.64% 15.67%
Multiple times through... About once a day 10.57% 984%  About once a day 10.57% 10.31%
About once a day A couple times per week 22.81% 2151% A couple times per week 21.66% 23.05%
A couple times per week [EXZSENEEN About once per week | 10.70% 1.44%  About once per week | 10.78% 11.43%
About once per week Less than once per week | 35.37% 46.68%  Less than once per week | 36.34% 39.53%
Less than once per week
Is the internet at your home good enough Internet service by food security Internet service by safe neighborhood
to successfully pct’.rt}f_'pgte inall school  pesponse Always Not Always Response Always Not always
actvities - -~
Always - 52M% 2692% Always 5291% 39.78%
Al Almost always | 27.77% 36.65% Almost always | 25.74% 33.67%
ways Sometimes 19.26% 34.16% Sometimes | 2012% 25.35%
Almost always Never | 0.86% 2.26% Never | 1.23% 1.20%
Sometimes
Never |
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School life

How sure are you that you will
be successful in school the rest
of the year?

Very confident | ...
Somewhat confid...

Slightly confident... -
Not at all confide... I

During the past 30 days, how
often did you get your work
done right away, instead of wai...

Almost all the time
Often
Sometimes
Once in a while
Never l

During the past 30 days, how
often did you come to class
(in-perscn or online) prepared?

Almost all the time
Often
Sometimes [}
Once in a while |
Never |

During the past 30 days, how
often did you come to class
(in-person or online) prepared?

Almost all the time
Often
Sometimes [l
Once in a while |
Never |

During the past 30 days, how
often did you poy attention and
ignore distractions?

Almost all the time
Often

Sometimes [ER

Once in a while [l

Never .

How often do your teachers
seem excited to be teaching
your classes?

Almost always
Frequently
Sometimes |ECIEN

Once in awhile |l
Never |

How important is it to you to do
well in your classes?

Extremely import...
Quite important
Somewhat impor... [Jj
Slightly important |

Not at all importa... |

Do you feel ready for life ofter
high school?

Very ready for my...
Mostly ready for ...
Somewhat ready ... Bl
A little bit ready f...
Not at all ready ... ||l

After you finish high school,
what do you expect to do next?

Attend a 2-year c...
Attend a 4-year c... | 69%
I'm not sure
Work full time at ...
Are you currently working to
help provide for your family
financially?

ves [ETIEEEE
NO

Student Well-Being Survey
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Open Response Analysis

We asked, “What about learning from home do you
like?” These were the most referenced points:

o Length of lessons and number of breaks

o Go at my own pace/get work down at any point in the day
o Less distractions

@ I’'m not sure/Nothing really

We asked, “How have you grown during the
pandemic?” These were the most used phrases:

o | am more focused and patient
© | am more independent

o | don’t think I've grown

N\
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Open Response Sentiment Analysis

Home Learning Sentiment - Home Learning Sentiment -

Food Secure Food Insecure

polarity @P+ ©= P @NEU @ N+ N polarity @P+ © P @NEU = N
0, 0,
S i 3.58% 3.45%
22.16%
7.08%
8.03%
66.36%
74.25%

How Have You Grown Sentiment How Have You Grown Sentiment

- Food Secure -Food Insecure
polarity ®P+ © P @NEU ®@N+ © N polarity @P+ © P @NEU @ N+ N
10.75% _— 12.14% 15.96%
3.37% '
3.22%
64.14% 65.31%

'}!:'EmpowerK12

o Students experiencing
food insecurity were
more likely to write a
negative response to the
positively-framed
questions:

“How have you grown
during the pandemic?”

“What about learning from
home do you like?”

P+: very positive response
P: positive response

NEU: neutral response

N: negative response

N+: very negative response

Student Well-Being Survey
Mid-Year Aggregate Data




YouthTruth Survey Questions: National 6-12 Comps
I

| feel energized 45% 47%
- Male 54% 60%
- Female 38% 39%
| get enough sleep 46% 51%
- Male 51% 57%
- Female 42% 46%
| eat healthy meals 59% 53%
- Male 62% 61%
- Female 57% 49%

| spend time on things | like 71% 69%
- Male 79% 80%

- Female 66% 61%

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Key Drivers for

o Used advanced machine learning tools to generate 39 different models to use
survey responses to other questions to predict response to “How sure are
you that you will be successful in school this year?”

o The best performing model identified responses to these survey items as the
most helpful in making accurate predictions for students feeling successful:

Attribute Weight
Are there adults at your school you can go to for help if you need it right now?
During the past 30 days, how often did you get your work done right away, instead of waiting until the la... 1
How important is it to you to do well in your classes?
During the past 30 days, how often did you pay attention and ignore distractions?
School
If you have a problem while working towards an important goal, how well can you keep working?
Is there enough food available for you and your family?
How often do your teachers seem excited to be teaching your classes?

How likely is it that someone from your school will bully you online?

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Key Drivers for

o Used advanced machine learning tools to generate 39 different models to use
survey responses to other questions to predict response to “Overall, how
much do you feel like you belong at your school?”

o The best performing model identified responses to these survey items as the
most helpful in making accurate predictions for students feeling belonging:

Attribute ‘Weight
Do you have a friend at school you trust? 22 '
How important is it to you to do well in your classes? 0215,
This school year, how often have you Telt physically unsafe in your home?

How often do you get enough sleep?

Is there enough food available for you and your family? 0.110
How often do your teachers seem excited to be teaching your classes?

If you have a problem while working towards an important goal, how well can you keep working?

During the past 30 days, how often did you pay attention and ignore distractions?

Are there adults at your school you can go to for help if you need it right now?

What is your race/ethnicity? You may select more than one.

Lonely >> Response

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Additional School-Level Impact Data

EmpowerK12 provided schools with a comparison of their students’
responses to the responses of students at “similar schools”

The similar schools methodology utilized a mathematical calculation called
RMSE, root mean square error, and were combined and weighted at the
school-level based on the similarity index

The school comparison report flagged student response rates that
approached and exceeded statistical significance for being different from
similar schools

Schools observed differences in response rates for all students, students
with housing instability, and students with food scarcity

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Sample Similar Schools Sliceable Report

School Student Group 38
School Level Comparisons «  AllStudents v SelN-Size
Responses to Trust and Feelings Questions Responses to Hardship and Distance Learning Questions
Question Selected Similar  Difference Question Selected  Similar Difference ,\
School(s) Schools School(s) Schools
= Are there adults at your school you = How concerned are you that you or
can go to for help if you need it right your family will be exposed to COVID-
now? 197
NES 65.9% 76.8% -109% Not at all concerned 24.4% 211% 3.3%
NO 34.1% 23.2% 10.9% Slightly concerned 17.8% 19.3% -1.5%
= Do you have a friend at school you Somewhat concerned 6.7% 21.3% -14.6%
trust? v Very concerned 51.1% 38.3% 12.8% v
YES 86.4% 81.2% 5.2% M How has vour familv's financial
Feelings Questions by Grouped Responses Hardship and DL Questions by Grouped Responses
Question Selected  Similar Difference Question Selected  Similar Difference .
School(s) Schools School(s) Schools
=] How often do you feel cared for? = How concerned are you that you or
Top 75.6% 75.0% 0.6% your family will be exposed to COVID-
Top 2 889% 91.6% 2.8% 192
Bottom 6.7% 259% 3.8% Top [ 244%  211% 3.3%
] How often do you feel happy? Top 2 42.2% 40.4% 1.8%
Top 45.5% 422% 39% Bottom ) ‘ | 5% 38.3% 12.8%
T 5 o =] How has your family's financial
op 2 77.3% 81.8% -4.5% A '
situation been affected by COVID-19?
Bottom 4.5% 3.8% 0.8%
Top | 227% 1.9% 10.8%
=] How often do you feel lonely? Too 2 545% 509% 17%
Top 159% 19% 40% £ ; ' a4
Bottom | 273% 16.3% 11.0%
Top 2 36.4% 30.8% 5.6% .
= How sure are you that you will
Bottom 47.7% 42.2% 5.6% perform well in school while distance
= How often do you feel loved? learning?
Top 66.7% 74.2% -7.5% Top | 467% 42.3% 4.3%
Top 2 75.6% 20.8% -15.2% Top 2 64.4% 73.0% -8.6%
Bottom 89% 2.3% 6.6% Bottom | e7% 8.7% -2.1%
=] How often do you feel mad? =] How would you rate your ability to
Top 16.3% 90% 7.3% deal with stressful situations?
Top 2 58.1% 47.6% 10.5% Top ‘ 46.7% 31.6% 15.0% .
Bottom 18.6% 12.0% 6.6% Top 2 66.7% 61.6% 5.1%

'}!:'EmpowerK12
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School Life Responses by Grade Band

How sure are you that you will be How important is it to you to do
successful in school the rest of the year? well in your classes?
Response ES MS HS Response ES MS HS
Very confident | will do well | 62% 47% 45% Extremely important | 76% 67% 74%
Somewhat confident | will do well | 20% 34% 31% Quite important | % 19% 15%
Slightly confident | will do well 13% 15% 17% Somewhat important | 8% 12% 8%

Not at all confident | will do well 5% 5% 7% Slightly important 3% 2% 2%
Not at allimportant | 2% 1% 1%

How likely is it that someone from How often do your teachers seem
your school will bully you online? excited to be teaching your classes?

Response ES MS HS Response ES MS HS

Extremely likely | 4% 2% 2% Almost always | 56% 44% 34%

Quite likely | 6% 3% 4% Frequently | 17% 27% 27%

Somewhat likely | 8% 7% 3% Sometimes 16% 21% 28%

Slightly likely 9% 8% 4% Onceinawhile | 7% 6% 8%

Not at all likely |74% 80% 88% Never | 3% 3% 4%

Responses to School Life Questions
Question Almost all  Often Sometimes Oncein  Never
the time a while

[ During the past 30 days, how often did you
come to class (in-person or online) prepared?

ES 63% 16% 15% 3% 3%
MS &7% 21% 8% 3% 1%
HS 40% 23% 14% 2% 0%

[ During the past 30 days, how often did you
get your work done right away, instead of
waiting until the last minute?

ES 44% 17% 28% 8% 3%
MS 33% 25% 32% 7% 2%
HS 26% 21% 42% 10% 1%

= During the past 30 days, how often did you
pay attention and ignore distractions?

BS 38% 18% 29% 7% 8%
MS 31% 25% 33% 7% 3%
HS 30% 25% 33% 8% 3%

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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Trust and Feelings Responses by Grade Band

Responses to Trust Questions How would you rate your ability to deal with
Question YES NO stressful situations?
B Are there adults at your school EGSDDHSG ES MS HS
you can go to for help if you need | can always manage stress on my own | 35% 34% 31%
it right now? | mostly manage stress on my own | 31% 34% 37%
ES 77% 2‘30% | sometimes struggle to manage stress | 22% 22% 23%
MS 86% 14% | often struggle to manage stress 12% 10% 9%
HS 89% 1%
= E;uyfr‘:ggve a friend at school Overall, how much do you feel like you belong at
. ?
ES 84% 16% your school?
MS 84% 16% Eesponse ES MS HS
Al 76%  24% Completely [56% 45% 42%

Belong quite a bit | 12% 17% 18%

) Belong somewhat 7% 25% 26%
Question  Every day Most days Rarely Never Belong a little bit 8% 9% 9%

Responses to Feelings Questions

= Happy Donot belongatall | 8% 4% 6%
ES 45% 42% 12% 0% ;
MS 7% 57% 4% 1% Responses to Confidence Questions
HS 25% 58% 15% 2% Question Completely  Quite Somewhat A little Not at

= Lonely pﬁssible to p;:\:ssibte to p}?ssibLe to pgss‘\ble to og possible to
ES 13% 0% 05%  49% change change change change change
MS 8% 19% 31%  42% [El Being talented
HS 8% 21% 34%  37% ES 50% 19% 13% 9% 9%

 Loved MS 29% 22% 24% 14% 1%
ES 72% 19% 6% 3% HS 31% 18% 22% 13% 16%
MS 65% 25% 8% 1% El Putting forth a
HS 56% 33% 10% 1% lot of effort

= Mad ES 55% 18% 1% 7% 8%
ES 4% 27% 48% 21% MS 48% 26% 13% 8% 5%
MS 6% 25% 56%  14% HS 57% 20% 8% 7% 8%
HS 6% 27% 55%  13% Bl Your level of

g Sod Inéglllgence 51% 23% 9% 8% 8%
EASS gzj gg: gg;ﬁ gg;g MS 43% 29% 14% 5% 9%
HS 5% 239 46%  06% HS 49% 22% 12% 6% 10%

Mid-Year Aggregate Data
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School Life Responses by Ward

How sure are you that you will be How important is it to you to do
successful in school the rest of the year? well in your classes?
Response EotR WotR Response EotR WotR
Very confident | will do well | 55% 52% Extremely important | 76% 66%
Somewhat confident | will do well | 26% 30% Quite important | 13% 19%
Slightly confident | will do well 14% 15% Somewhat important | 8%  10%
Not at all confident | will do well 6% 4% Slightly important 2% 3%
Not at allimportant | 1% 1%
How likely is it that someone from How often do your teachers seem
your school will bully you online? excited to be teaching your classes?
Response EotR WotR Response EotR WotR
Extremely likely | 1% 2% Almost always | 44% 45%
Quite likely | 3% 4% Frequently | 24% 25%
Somewhat likely | 5% 8% Sometimes 22% 22%
Slightly likely 5% 9% Onceinawhile | 6% 5%
Not at all likely | 85% 77% Never | 5% 2%
Responses to School Life Questions
Question Almost all  Often Sometimes Oncein  Never
the time a while

[ During the past 30 days, how often did you
come to class (in-person or online) prepared?
EotR 68% 20% 10% 2% 1%
WotR 66% 18% 12% 3% 1%
E During the past 30 days, how often did you
get your work done right away, instead of
waiting until the last minute?
EotR 33% 24% 31% 10% 3%
WotR 38% 19% 33% 8% 2%
= During the past 30 days, how often did you
pay attention and ignore distractions?
EotR 34% 23% 31% 8% 4%
WotR 33% 24% 29% 9% 4%
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Trust and Feelings Responses by Ward

Responses to Trust Questions How would you rate your ability to deal with
Question YES NO stressful situations?
[ Are there adults at your school Eesponse EotR WotR
you can go to for help if you need | can always manage stress on my own | 35% 29%
it right now? | mostly manage stress on my own | 33% 39%
EotR 86% 14% | sometimes struggle to manage stress | 22% 22%
WotR 86% 14% | often struggle to manage stress 10%  10%
= Do you have a friend at school
VOEL;:EUSt? TR Overall, how much do you feel like you belong at
© ?
WotR 85% 15% your school?
Response EotR WotR
Completely 46% 52%

\
Responses to Feelings Questions Belong quite abit | 16% 17%
P 9 Belong somewhat 25% 19%

Question  Every day Mostdays Rarely Never Belong a little bit 7% 8%

= Happy Donotbelongatall| 5% 4%
@%ﬁ gg:: ggg: E;: ?:2’ Responses to Confidence Questions
5 Lonely Question Completely  Quite Somewhat  Alittle Not at
EotR 7% 2% 34%  37% possible to possible to possible to  possibleto  all possible to
ch)>tR 12% 17% 0% 41% change change change change change
= Loved E Being talented
EotR 62% 28% 9% 2% EotR 33% 21% 19% 14% 14%
WotR 65% 26% 8% 2% WotR 41% 19% 21% 10% 9%
= Mad E Putting forth a
EotR 5% 29% 51%  15% lot of effort
WotR 6% 23% 56%  15% EotR 54% 24% 8% 7% 7%
0 Sad WotR 54% 20% 15% 6% 6%
EotR 4% 23%  49%  24% = I?’nc’tg[“l;\éilc‘;f
(o) e Qy
WotR 4% 2% 4r%  2%% EotR 50% 23% 12% 4% 1%
WotR 49% 27% 12% 6% 7%
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