
EmpowerK12 
Mid-Year Well-Being

Our COVID Impact Work:

Multi-LEA Student Well-Being Survey
Educator Continuous Improvement Networks
Assessment Data Studies for COVID Slide 



Survey Purpose and Design Principles

Well-Being Centric  The DC Student Well-Being Survey was created and 
administered for the first time this fall to better understand COVID’s impact 
on student physical and social-emotional well-being in grades 3-12.
Trend Data  Carried over 12 questions from fall to winter and analyzed 
anonymous data by IP address to observe trends for same students. 
Collaboratively-Designed  Participating LEAs, SchoolTalk, and CHHCS joined 
a design meeting to select items most relevant to school needs. Items for 
consideration were added by PAVE PLE members, SBOE, and Council.
National and Local Comps  Used items from Panorama and YouthTruth 
survey for national comparison and possible citywide comps with more 
LEAs in the future. Schools received “similar schools” report for meaningful 
local comparisons with statistical significance testing embedded.
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Top level findings

Food and Safety Matter  We found key differences in how students are 
feeling and their likelihood to feel confident about being successful based 
on how they answered 2 questions:

Is there always enough food available for you and your family?
How often have you felt physically unsafe in your neighborhood?

Students Remain Resilient with more than half of students saying they are 
“very confident” they will be successful at school the rest of this year (up 
from 40% in fall) with 81% “somewhat or very confident” 
Positive School Adult Relationships  are the norm with students saying 
there is an adult at school they can go to for help (86%, up from 79%). 
Positive Trend Data  For responses utilizing the same IP address in both fall 
and winter, we mostly saw responses trending in the positive direction 
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Trend data

N-size = 636
Students who 
completed both 
fall and mid-year 
survey
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Trend data

Top: every day
Top 2: most or every day
Bottom: never

Top: yes
Top 2: yes or no

Top: yes
Top 2: yes or no

Top: very concerned
Top 2: somewhat or
very
Bottom: not at all 
concerned

Top: always manage
Top 2: always or mostly 
manage
Bottom: often struggle 
to manage

Top: always
Top 2: always or almost 
always
Bottom: never
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How often are students feeling happy, loved, mad, 
and sad?

Most students (83%) feel happy most or every day
They also feel loved most of the time (89%)
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How possible is it for 
you to change…

Most students feel it’s quite or 
completely possible to change 
being talented, putting forth 
effort, and their level of 
intelligence
Students experiencing food 
insecurity and who do not 
always feel safe in their own 
neighborhood are less likely to 
feel confident they can change 
these 
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Family support and internet service

Food security is linked to family support and internet service, the safety of their 
neighborhood is not
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School life
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Open Response Analysis

Learning from Home  We asked, “What about learning from home do you 
like?” These were the most referenced points:

Length of lessons and number of breaks
Go at my own pace/get work down at any point in the day
Less distractions
I’m not sure/Nothing really

How Have You Grown  We asked, “How have you grown during the 
pandemic?” These were the most used phrases:

I am more focused and patient
I am more independent
I don’t think I’ve grown
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Open Response Sentiment Analysis

Students experiencing 
food insecurity were 
more likely to write a 
negative response to the 
positively-framed 
questions: 

“How have you grown 
during the pandemic?” 
“What about learning from 
home do you like?”

P+: very positive response
P: positive response
NEU: neutral response
N: negative response
N+: very negative response
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YouthTruth Survey Questions: National 6-12 Comps 
National All DC

I feel energized 45% 47%
- Male 54% 60%

- Female 38% 39%

I get enough sleep 46% 51%
- Male 51% 57%

- Female 42% 46%

I eat healthy meals 59% 53%
- Male 62% 61%

- Female 57% 49%

I spend time on things I like 71% 69%
- Male 79% 80%

- Female 66% 61%



Mid-Year Survey 
Appendices

• Survey questions that serve as key drivers of 
responses to feeling successful and 
belonging at school

• Sample of “similar schools” dashboard with 
statistical significance tests 

• Survey data by grade band
• Survey data by ward of residence 
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Key Drivers for Student Success in School
Used advanced machine learning tools to generate 39 different models to use 
survey responses to other questions to predict response to “How sure are 
you that you will be successful in school this year?”
The best performing model identified responses to these survey items as the 
most helpful in making accurate predictions for students feeling successful:
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Key Drivers for Belonging at School
Used advanced machine learning tools to generate 39 different models to use 
survey responses to other questions to predict response to “Overall, how 
much do you feel like you belong at your school?”
The best performing model identified responses to these survey items as the 
most helpful in making accurate predictions for students feeling belonging:



Additional School-Level Impact Data
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EmpowerK12 provided schools with a comparison of their students’ 
responses to the responses of students at “similar schools”
The similar schools methodology utilized a mathematical calculation called 
RMSE, root mean square error, and were combined and weighted at the 
school-level based on the similarity index
The school comparison report flagged student response rates that 
approached and exceeded statistical significance for being different from 
similar schools
Schools observed differences in response rates for all students, students 
with housing instability, and students with food scarcity
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Sample Similar Schools Sliceable Report
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School Life Responses by Grade Band
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Trust and Feelings Responses by Grade Band
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School Life Responses by Ward
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Trust and Feelings Responses by Ward
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